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SUBJECT: GROUP "SAFEGUARDS"— GATT PAPER ON SURVEILLANCE BODIES 

1. FOLLOWING PAPER RECEIVED 21 OCTOBER FROM SECRETARIAT. 

PAPER WAS HELD UP WITH 10 OTHERS DUE TO COMMUNICATIONS 
PROBLEM. 

2. PAPER WILL BE LISTED FOR DISCUSSION IN AIRGRAM 
ANNOUNCING NOVEMBER 17 MEETING. IN LIGHT OF FINAL PARAGRAPH, 

ARE THERE ANY COMMENTS TO THE SECRETARIAT YOU BELIEVE APPROPRIATE 
AT THIS TIME? 

3. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MTN/SGAV/6, DATED 10 OCTOBER 1975. 

INTERNATIONAL SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS-FEASIBILITY STUDY BY THE 
SECRETARIAT 

QUOTE 

1. AT ITS MEETING OF JUNE-JULY 1975; THE GROUP "SAFEGUARDS" 

REQUESTED THE SECRETARIAT "TO EXAMINE THE FEASIBILITY OF DRAWING UP A 

SURVEY OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 
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DIFFERENT INTERNATIONAL BODIES" (MTN/SG/2, PARAGRAPH 8). DURING 
THE DISCUSSION OF THIS PROPOSAL IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT THE SURVEY 
SHOULD DESCRIBE THE CONSTITUTION AND NATURE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
BODIES CONCERNED. 

2. THE TERM "SURVIELl T.ANCF, SYSTEMS" CAN BE INTERPRETED IN DIFFERENT 
WAYS. IT IT WERE REQUESTED TO SUCH A SURVEY, THE SECRETARIAT 

WOULD ASSUME THAT SUCH SYSTEMS ARE DESIGNED TO MONITOR DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE TRADE FIELD WITH A VIEW TO VERIFYING WHETHER SPECIFIC 
INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS WERE BEING OBSERVED AND SIGNALLING 
INSTANCES IN WHICH DOUBT EXISTS ON THIS SCORE, OR WITH A VIEW 
TO INDICATING WHETHER A SITUATION HAS ARISEN IN WHICH CORRECTIVE 
ACTION MAY BE NECESSARY IF AGREED OBJECTIVES 
ARE TO BE ATTAINTED. SUCH SYSTEMS WOULD ALSO FREQUENTLY BE 
EMPOWERED TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS OR DECISIONS IN SUCH INSTANCES. 

3. IF THIS APPROACH WERE ACCEPTABLE, THE SECRETARIAT WOULD BEIN 
A POSITION TO DESCRIBE THE WORKINGS OF RELEVANT GATT BODIES, 

I.E. THE TEXTILES SURVIELLANCE BODY; 

THE BALANCE-OF-PAYMENTS COMMITTEE; THE COMMITTEE ON ANTI-DUMPING 
PRACTICES; THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED BY THE ARRANGEMENT 
CONCERNING CERTAIN DAIRY PRODUCTS AND BY THE PROTOCOL RELATING 
TO MILK FAT; AND THE MEAT CONSULTATIVE GROUP. 

4. THE SECRETARIAT COULD ALSO, PROVIDED THE ASSISTANCE OF THE 
ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WERE FORTHCOMING, DESCRIBE WORKINGS OF THE 
CONSULTATIVE SUB-COMMITTEE ON SURPLUS DISPOSAL ESTABLISHED BY THE 
FAO'S COMMITTEE ON COMMODITY PROBLEMS; THE ADVISORY SUB-COMMITTEE 
ON MARKET CONDITIONS, THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND FOOD AID 

PANALS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SUGAR AGREEMENT, IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
COCOA AGREEMENT, IN THE INTERNATIONAL COFFEE AGREEMENT; AND THE 
SURVELLANCE FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNTIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL TIN 
AGREEMENT. 

5. THE SECRETARIAT WOULD WELCOME FURTHER SUGGESTIONS OF 
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS OPERATING IN THE COMMERCIAL POLICY FIELD 
WHICH MIGHT BE DEALT WITH IF A PAPER IS TO BE 

PREPARED ON THIS SUBJECT. END QUOTE 
MCNAMARA 
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